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its own and that It is a mistake to make it imitate some other

finish.

'Glued Face Plates.   The above methods expose the aggregates

in haphazard positions, but the idea may be extended, generally
with precast units, to cases where certain aggregates are given pre-
determined positions. The idea may be merely to ensure that
large pieces are at the surface, or the intention may be to arrange
them in some pattern or design. The unit is cast face down on a
piece of thin cardboard which rests in, and just fills, the bottom
of the mould. This cardboard is given a coating of thin glue or
shellac and the special aggregate is then placed in position. The
interstices may be filled by a sprinkling of finer aggregate, and the
mould should then be left for one or two hours to enable the glue
to harden. Then a thin layer of cement grout should be brushed
over the whole of the material already in position, and the backing
placed in the ordinary way. Judicious rodding and tamping will
not dislodge the facing aggregate. When the unit is taken from
the mould the cardboard can be soaked off if the moisture from
the backing has not been sufficient to moisten and loosen the glue.
Little, if any, surface scrubbing will be required if this method is
adopted, but if it is found necessary the procedure should be as
already outlined. If a design is not required the cardboard sheets,
already coated with glue, can be dipped in the coarse aggregate
and then in the fine aggregate. This method will probably save
a little time.

Cement Retarders. Another method of removing the film of
cement is to paint the moulds or formwork with a special prepara-
tion which delays the setting of the cement at the surface of the
concrete. On the removal of the mould or formwork the skin
can be readily removed by brushing. The use of one of these
materials for architectural work is not always an unqualified success.

FINISH WITH BROKEN AGGREGATE

The word "broken" is used in its broadest sense to cover all
cases where portions of the aggregate are removed so as to bring
fresh " faces " to view. There are two essentially different cases :

1.  Tooling, including bush hammering.

2.  Grinding or rubbing, and polishing.

The methods may be applied to precast units or to concrete
placed in situ.

Cast Stone and in situ Concrete.   It is convenient to consider